
Cortes Quarry – Proposed expansion
“2385425 Alberta Ltd. is applying to update the tenure holder on the file, increase the size of the tenure from 1.25ha to 
5.16ha and notify the Ministry of Forests of the application to the Ministry of Mining and Critical Minerals to approve 
washing as a permitted activity, introduce a concrete plant onsite and increase the annual extraction rate to 
39,999 tonnes a year.” (Quote from Management Plan of June 27, 2025).

- 2385425 Alberta Ltd. was incorporated November 2, 2021, in Red Deer, Alberta, and is owned by 
Howard Nielsen. Island United is a Trade Partner Name of 2385425 Alberta Ltd.

- The proposed expansion would more than quadruple the size of the tenure, which would mean 
converting 3.9ha (9.7 acres) of forested Crown land to industrial use. 

- Allow washing. Raises questions about source and volume of water required as well as disposal of 
waste water (although the management plan states water tanks would be used).

- Build concrete plant. Raises questions about volume of inputs requiring ferry transport.

- Increase annual extraction rate to 39,999 tonnes per year. Island United’s website says it has  
delivered 20,000 tons of aggregate in the 4+ years it has been on the island. At maximum 
allowable output, 39,999 tonnes per year would represent an 8.8-times scaleup in volume mined 
per year. Elsewhere in the Management Plan it states that production would be 14,545 cubic 
metres per year, which would represent a 5.7-times scaleup from current production rates.

(data from: June 27, 2025, Aggregate and Quarry Management Plan, 2385425 Alberta Ltd., Island United website, and Island United facebook page; April, 2026)

https://albertacorporations.com/2385425-alberta-ltd
https://albertacorporations.com/2385425-alberta-ltd
https://www.islandunited.ca/
https://www.islandunited.ca/
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61580103680609


Cortes Quarry – Proposed expansion continued

(data from: June 27, 2025, Aggregate and Quarry Management Plan, 2385425 Alberta Ltd., Island United website, and Island United facebook page; April, 2026)

- The application details on the BC government website state “Material is used for construction and 
infrastructure projects on Cortes Island with an expected annual volume not to exceed 40,000m3”. At 
an average of 1.5 tons of gravel per cubic yard, the proposed expansion would be approved for 71,193 
tonnes per year maximum, not 39,999 tonnes as noted in the application of 2385425 Alberta Ltd. This 
maximum production rate would represent a 15.7-times scaleup in volume mined per year. 

- The Island United website states “We haul with tandem dump trucks (13-yard capacity) and can deliver 
across Cortes Island and to neighbouring islands”. Maximum approved mine production volume would 
require 4,024 trips per year to deliver using 13-yard capacity trucks. The production rate proposed in 
the Management Plan would require 1,463 trips per year using 13-yard capacity trucks.

- Although the Island United website states that production would serve areas beyond Cortes, the 
application details on the BC government website state it would serve Cortes only.

- The proposed increase in allowable output suggests a several-fold increase in truck traffic, even if 
maximum output is rarely reached.  

- It appears that tenure to the 3.91 hectare area of the proposed expansion has been applied for and 
granted an A/License on June 12, 2023, which presumeably means “Applied for License”. File 2412932 
indicates this is for a License of Occupation for the purpose of quarrying 3.91 hectares.

https://www.islandunited.ca/
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61580103680609
https://comment.nrs.gov.bc.ca/applications?id=69c470c2fdc14a00226b2e5c#details
https://www.islandunited.ca/
https://comment.nrs.gov.bc.ca/applications?id=69c470c2fdc14a00226b2e5c#details
https://a100.gov.bc.ca/pub/pls/gator/gator$querylist_detail.interest_detail?v_DT_Sid=952001&v_Eff_Dat=06/12/2023&v_File_Number=2412932&v_Historical=ON


Cortes Quarry – Current production rate, proposed production rate in the management 

plan, maximum production rate in the actual application, and other statistics

(data from: June 27, 2025, Aggregate and Quarry Management Plan, 2385425 Alberta Ltd., Island United website, and Island United facebook page; April, 2026)

Production rate: current, proposed in management plan and applied for

Current production rate (tons/year) 5,000

Current production rate (cubic yards/year) 3,333

Current production rate (cubic metres per year) 2,549

Current production rate (tonnes/year) 4,536

Management plan proposed production rate (cubic metres per year) 14,545

Management plan proposed production rate (cubic yards per year) 19,024

Management plan proposed production rate (tonnes per year) 25,888

Management plan proposed production rate (tons per year) 28,536

Management plan stated reserves (cubic metres) 337,400

Management plan stated reserve life (years) 23

Truck trips per year at management plan proposed production rate (13 cubic yard 
trucks)

1,463

Applied for maximum production rate (cubic metres per year) 40,000

Applied for maximum production rate (cubic yards/year) 52,318

Applied for maximum production rate (tonnes/year) 71,193

Applied for mine life (years) 30

Applied for maximum truck trips per year (13 cubic yard trucks) 4,024

Scaleup from current production rate proposed in management plan 5.7

Scaleup from current production rate applied for 15.7

https://www.islandunited.ca/
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61580103680609


Cortes Quarry – history of license holdings and applications

(data from: GATOR query of Cortes Quarry history PIN739041  ; April, 2026)

https://a100.gov.bc.ca/pub/pls/gator/gator$querylist.interest_summary?v_Pin_Sid=739041&v_Historical=ON
https://a100.gov.bc.ca/pub/pls/gator/gator$querylist.interest_summary?v_Pin_Sid=739041&v_Historical=ON


Cortes Quarry – BC assessment information from 2026 property assessment

(data from: BC Assessment, April, 2025)

https://www.bcassessment.ca/Property/Info/QTAwMDBLU05RQw==/


Cortes Quarry – Neighbouring properties from BC assessment

(data from: BC Assessment, April, 2026)

Existing quarry

1 km

https://www.bcassessment.ca/Property/Info/QTAwMDBLU05RQw==/


Cortes Quarry – Existing and proposed expansion

(data from: Google Earth, April, 2026)
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Cortes Quarry – Existing and proposed expansion

(data from: Google Earth, April, 2026)
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Cortes Quarry – Distance of nearest dwellings from proposed expansion

(data from: Google Earth, April, 2026)

884 metres

873 metres

485 metres

Robertson Road
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